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HOME/OPINION

Greyhound racing is a turkey - and
Florida's taxpayers shouldn't be
subsidizing it
By TimesUnion Editorial Thu, Mar 19, 2015 @ 2:37 pm

Let’s suppose some executives approached the conservative
Florida Legislature with a proposition about an industry.

The industry, once popular during the Great Depression, is now dying.

It needs taxpayer funds to help prop it up.

Oh, and the state will lose money in the process.

The legislators, of course, would say, “No way!”

Indeed, they would immediately ask security to usher the executives to the door.

Unfortunately, that scenario doesn’t apply to the greyhound racing industry.

It’s dying.

And it’s being propped up by Florida taxpayers.

Yet any effort to end the state’s silly support for it goes nowhere in the Legislature, thanks to
intense lobbying.

It’s ludicrous. And here’s more madness: The dog tracks make far more money from the
poker rooms inside their facilities than from the actual races they hold.

Given a choice, they’d surely love to scratch the races — and just focus on the poker.

But the Legislature requires the tracks to hold a certain number of greyhound races in order
to keep their poker rooms.

Huh???

Fortunately, there is a new bill with strong support in the Senate that could at least start
building some momentum toward ending this travesty.

The bill would require stringent reporting of injuries to racing dogs — as well as deaths.

And there’s good reason for concern.

Nationally, more than 11,000 injuries to racing greyhounds and 909 deaths have been
reported from 2008 to 2014, according to a report by Grey2K USA.

In Florida alone, 183 greyhounds have died from May 2013 through November 2014.

All this in an industry that badly lags in national popularity behind other forms of betting,
ranging from staterun lotteries to casinos run by various Native American tribes.

Just look at Jacksonville: At one time, there were three dog tracks in our area.
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Ron Littlepage: Dredging proposal gets
more complicated by the day
4:08pm

Sunday's Letters: Republicans who
don't vote are playing into the hands of
snickering liberals
3:39pm

Lead Letter: JEA is the best taxing
option
3:37pm
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JAX Chamber Beaches Joint Luncheon
with the St. Johns County Chamber of
Commerce
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House gambling
legislation includes
South Florida mega-
casinos, greyhound
decoupling
Mar 02, 2015

Georgia Republican
introduces
constitutional
amendment that
would legalize
gambling at casino and
horse racing

Guest column: College president
searches should remain open

PREV

Lead Letter: Workers with unique
abilities play a vital role in

Florida's workforce

NEXT

Today? There is just one.

Yes, greyhound racing in Florida has a long history.

And if Floridians want to support and bet on it, great.

But should Florida taxpayers be subsidizing it?

Absolutely not.

Similar stories from Jacksonville.com

Lawmakers push to 'decouple'
greyhound racing from other
gambling

Orange Park greyhound racing
deaths at top in the state

News-Press: Orange Park
Kennel Club had second
highest death rate of
greyhounds in Florida

Love the turkey chase? Try a
hybrid cart

http://jacksonville.com/opinion/letters-readers/2015-03-19/story/lead-letter-workers-unique-abilities-play-vital-role
http://jacksonville.com/community/clay/2015-02-05/story/orange-park-greyhound-racing-deaths-top-state?utm_source=Recommendation_Widget&utm_medium=desktop&utm_campaign=qrec&utm_content=image
http://jacksonville.com/opinion/letters-readers/2015-03-19/story/lead-letter-workers-unique-abilities-play-vital-role
http://jacksonville.com/business/columnists/2015-03-18/story/guest-column-college-president-searches-should-remain-open
http://jacksonville.com/business/columnists/2015-04-09/story/guest-column-better-pension-plan-taxpayers?utm_source=Recommendation_Widget&utm_medium=desktop&utm_campaign=qrec&utm_content=noimage
http://jacksonville.com/slideshow/2015-03-12/barrel-racing-shamrock-showdown-equestrian-center?utm_source=Recommendation_Widget&utm_medium=desktop&utm_campaign=qrec&utm_content=noimage
http://jacksonville.com/breaking-news/2015-02-04/story/news-press-best-bet-orange-park-had-second-highest-death-rate?utm_source=Recommendation_Widget&utm_medium=desktop&utm_campaign=qrec&utm_content=image
http://jacksonville.com/breaking-news/2015-01-26/story/florida-wont-say-which-sports-team-including-jacksonville-jaguars?utm_source=Recommendation_Widget&utm_medium=desktop&utm_campaign=qrec&utm_content=noimage
http://jacksonville.com/opinion/letters-readers/2015-04-17/story/lead-letter-jea-best-taxing-option
http://jacksonville.com/news/georgia/2015-03-05/story/former-greyhound-station-brunswick-reopening-day-shelter-homeless?utm_source=Recommendation_Widget&utm_medium=desktop&utm_campaign=qrec&utm_content=image
http://jacksonville.com/opinion/ron-littlepage/2015-04-17/story/ron-littlepage-dredging-proposal-gets-more-complicated-day
http://jacksonville.com/opinion/blog/403455/tia-mitchell/2015-03-02/house-gambling-legislation-includes-south-florida-mega?utm_source=Recommendation_Widget&utm_medium=desktop&utm_campaign=qrec&utm_content=noimage
http://jacksonville.com/business/columnists/2015-03-18/story/guest-column-college-president-searches-should-remain-open
http://jacksonville.com/opinion/letters-readers/2015-03-19/story/lead-letter-workers-unique-abilities-play-vital-role
http://jacksonville.com/news/georgia/2015-03-26/story/georgia-republican-introduces-constitutional-amendment-would-legalize?utm_source=Recommendation_Widget&utm_medium=desktop&utm_campaign=qrec&utm_content=noimage
http://jacksonville.com/sports/outdoorsoutside/2015-04-04/story/love-turkey-chase-try-hybrid-cart?utm_source=Recommendation_Widget&utm_medium=desktop&utm_campaign=qrec&utm_content=image
http://jacksonville.com/business/columnists/2015-03-18/story/guest-column-college-president-searches-should-remain-open
http://jacksonville.com/opinion/letters-readers/2015-04-17/story/sundays-letters-republicans-who-dont-vote-are-playing-hands
http://jacksonville.com/news/florida/2015-02-12/story/lawmakers-push-decouple-greyhound-racing-other-gambling?utm_source=Recommendation_Widget&utm_medium=desktop&utm_campaign=qrec&utm_content=image
Amelia
Rectangle

Amelia
Rectangle


