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For a Declining Sport, a New
Fight

Greyhound Races Face Extinction at the Hands of
Casinos They Fostered

Stev e Hebert f or The New York Times

Faced w ith declining profits, ow ners of greyhound tracks are now  pushing for legislation to cut the number of races w hile
maintaining their other gambling operations. More Photos »

By A. G. SULZBERGER

Published: March 8, 2012 137 Comments

COUNCIL BLUFFS, Iowa — Not many people attend the races here

at Bluffs Run Greyhound Park anymore. Aside from a few dozen

aging diehards cheering the dogs from the shabby grandstand, the

gambling-inclined prefer to take their chances amid the bright lights

and constant action of the casino downstairs.

But even though the races are losing

millions of dollars each year, the

owners are required to keep the

greyhounds running six days a week.

After a decade in which more than

half the greyhound tracks in the

country have closed, many of the

remaining operations have survived

thanks to the model used at Bluffs Run. Over the years, the

tracks, which were there first, won permission from states

to add slot machines and poker tables under the condition

that a chunk of the profits go to the dog races — essentially

subsidizing one form of gambling with another.

Now, after years defending greyhound racing against

attacks that it is inhumane, a growing number of track

owners are, to the astonishment of opponents and the

dismay of fans, joining the critics among the animal rights

Goodnight.

Sleep Clean.

‘The Fosters,’ on

ABC Family ,

About a Same-

Sex Couple

Log In With  Facebook

MOST EMAILED MOST VIEWED

Log in to see w hat your friends are sharing
on nytimes.com. Privacy Policy | What’s
This?

What’s Popular Now 

1 . The Flood Next Time

2. Pope With the Humble Touch Is Firm in
Reshaping the Vatican

3. A Busy  Doctor’s Right Hand, Ever Ready
to Ty pe

4. OPINION

Goodnight. Sleep Clean.

5. 52 Places to Go in 2014

6. FRANK BRUNI

According Animals Dignity

7 . EUREKA

Breathing In vs. Spacing Out

8. DAVID BROOKS

The Leadership Revival

9. Foundations Aim to Save Pensions in
Detroit Crisis

HOME PAGE TODAY'S PAPER VIDEO MOST POPULAR

U.S.
WORLD U.S. N.Y. / REGION BUSINESS TECHNOLOGY SCIENCE HEA LTH SPORTS OPINION A RTS STYLE TRA V EL JOBS REAL ESTATE AUTOS

POLITICS EDUCATION BAY AREA TEXAS

RECOMMEND

TWITTER

LINKEDIN

COMMENTS

(137)

SIGN IN TO E-

MAIL

PRINT

REPRINTS

SHARE

Slide Show

Embassy Suites Charleston
Expedia Guarantees the Best Price.

Expedia.com

$189.99

View Today's CD Rates
interest.com/CD_Rates

Find High CD Rates in Your Area. Plus News,

Tips, Advice and More!

Subscribe Now

Subscribe Log In  Register Now  Help
U.S. Edition

http://www.nytimes.com/adx/bin/adx_click.html?type=goto&opzn&page=www.nytimes.com/yr/mo/day/us&pos=Middle1C&sn2=82c22058/85abb01f&sn1=bdf25fe3/13f0e9a4&camp=Cap_One_360_2014_1912365-nyt1&ad=CapOne_SiteSearch_88x31_DART_010114&goto=http://ad.doubleclick.net/jump/N3282.nytimes.comSD6440/B7976905;sz=88x31;pc=nyt234215A360610;ord=2014.01.14.19.56.46?
http://www.nytimes.com/
http://www.nytimes.com/slideshow/2012/03/08/us/GREYHOUND.html?ref=us
http://www.nytimes.com/slideshow/2012/03/08/us/GREYHOUND.html?ref=us
https://twitter.com/#!/nytnational
https://twitter.com/#!/nytnational
https://twitter.com/#!/nytnational
https://twitter.com/#!/NYTNational/nyt-national-journalists/members
http://www.nytimes.com/slideshow/2012/03/08/us/GREYHOUND.html
http://topics.nytimes.com/top/reference/timestopics/people/s/a_g_sulzberger/index.html?inline=nyt-per
http://www.bluffsdogs.com/
http://www.nytimes.com/2014/01/12/opinion/sunday/goodnight-sleep-clean.html?src=ISMR_AP_LO_MST_FB
http://www.nytimes.com/2014/01/13/arts/television/the-fosters-on-abc-family-about-a-same-sex-couple.html?src=ISMR_AP_LO_MST_FB
http://www.nytimes.com/gst/mostpopular.html
http://www.nytimes.com/gst/mostpopular.html
http://www.nytimes.com/privacy
http://www.nytimes.com/packages/html/timespeople/faq/social/
http://www.nytimes.com/2014/01/14/science/earth/grappling-with-sea-level-rise-sooner-not-later.html?src=me&ref=general
http://www.nytimes.com/2014/01/14/science/earth/grappling-with-sea-level-rise-sooner-not-later.html?src=me&ref=general
http://www.nytimes.com/2014/01/14/world/europe/pope-with-the-humble-touch-is-firm-in-reshaping-the-vatican.html?src=me&ref=general
http://www.nytimes.com/2014/01/14/world/europe/pope-with-the-humble-touch-is-firm-in-reshaping-the-vatican.html?src=me&ref=general
http://www.nytimes.com/2014/01/14/health/a-busy-doctors-right-hand-ever-ready-to-type.html?src=me&ref=general
http://www.nytimes.com/2014/01/14/health/a-busy-doctors-right-hand-ever-ready-to-type.html?src=me&ref=general
http://www.nytimes.com/2014/01/12/opinion/sunday/goodnight-sleep-clean.html?src=me&ref=general
http://www.nytimes.com/2014/01/12/opinion/sunday/goodnight-sleep-clean.html?src=me&ref=general
http://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2014/01/10/travel/2014-places-to-go.html?src=me&ref=general
http://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2014/01/10/travel/2014-places-to-go.html?src=me&ref=general
http://www.nytimes.com/2014/01/14/opinion/bruni-according-animals-dignity.html?src=me&ref=general
http://www.nytimes.com/2014/01/14/opinion/bruni-according-animals-dignity.html?src=me&ref=general
http://www.nytimes.com/2014/01/19/magazine/breathing-in-vs-spacing-out.html?src=me&ref=general
http://www.nytimes.com/2014/01/19/magazine/breathing-in-vs-spacing-out.html?src=me&ref=general
http://www.nytimes.com/2014/01/14/opinion/brooks-the-leadership-revival.html?src=me&ref=general
http://www.nytimes.com/2014/01/14/opinion/brooks-the-leadership-revival.html?src=me&ref=general
http://www.nytimes.com/2014/01/14/us/300-million-pledged-to-save-detroits-art-collection.html?src=me&ref=general
http://www.nytimes.com/2014/01/14/us/300-million-pledged-to-save-detroits-art-collection.html?src=me&ref=general
http://www.nytimes.com/
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/todayspaper/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/video
http://www.nytimes.com/mostpopular
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/national/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/world/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/national/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/nyregion/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/business/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/technology/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/science/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/health/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/sports/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/opinion/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/arts/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/style/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/travel/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/jobs/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/realestate/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/automobiles/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/politics/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/education/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/bayarea/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/texas
javascript:void(0);
http://www.nytimes.com/2012/03/09/us/greyhound-races-fade-with-many-track-owners-eager-to-get-out.html?_r=2&ref=us&pagewanted=print
http://www.nytimes.com/adx/bin/adx_click.html?type=goto&opzn&page=www.nytimes.com/yr/mo/day/us&pos=Frame4A&sn2=49a9ec0b/60172910&sn1=500ef37d/7f3c3330&camp=FoxSearchlight_AT2014-1911218G-nyt5&ad=GrandBudapestHotel.96x60.gif&goto=http%3A%2F%2Fwww%2Efoxsearchlight%2Ecom%2FTheGrandBudapestHotel%2F
http://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=C2m2AmpbVUqvJAorW0AG8o4HQCK_Mt5QGp86lw40B_-KopuABEAEgyNb1GSgCUMXq_cEBYMmO64iEpOwPoAHB1s_RA8gBBqgDAcgDAqoEtgFP0C7ckLnbk0Oz-1833mzZU8nKZiMB_5f7n3VD2U9jxVDZdT_9Cc6aqDR72soUPq62F5jTKLE0tqc3RzdZTIt_cfM_Ofm5NK--u8kFKJ5IGnkGnhnEz1mxA1rTn_mN2hcRgF9DaRVrAokI1tzSyVQJHqI6PuQpXkJ4vGMmQSh-chJosSSCcCht6J17aKDSkBYXBIetUSelWj4WAVfAZFuws1-iTS4tY4J3zCT-BrJBoCGVf0nrVIgGAaAGN4AHp6mwLg&num=1&cid=5Gh2zkmwzRXjqi5JgV667NDw&sig=AOD64_0Me1_fXLIIjy6wSquLhxx_wfqeWw&client=ca-pub-4177862836555934&adurl=http://www.expedia.com/h74585.Hotel-Information%3Fchkin%3D01/26/2014%26chkout%3D01/27/2014%26rm1%3Da2%26semcid%3Dni.content%26kword%3DDEFAULT.YYYY.creative%3D37867614111.hotelid%3D%7Bhotelid%7D.0.0.placement%3D6f1c8c9a3e96ee38.anonymous.google%26mctc%3D10
http://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=C2m2AmpbVUqvJAorW0AG8o4HQCK_Mt5QGp86lw40B_-KopuABEAEgyNb1GSgCUMXq_cEBYMmO64iEpOwPoAHB1s_RA8gBBqgDAcgDAqoEtgFP0C7ckLnbk0Oz-1833mzZU8nKZiMB_5f7n3VD2U9jxVDZdT_9Cc6aqDR72soUPq62F5jTKLE0tqc3RzdZTIt_cfM_Ofm5NK--u8kFKJ5IGnkGnhnEz1mxA1rTn_mN2hcRgF9DaRVrAokI1tzSyVQJHqI6PuQpXkJ4vGMmQSh-chJosSSCcCht6J17aKDSkBYXBIetUSelWj4WAVfAZFuws1-iTS4tY4J3zCT-BrJBoCGVf0nrVIgGAaAGN4AHp6mwLg&num=1&cid=5Gh2zkmwzRXjqi5JgV667NDw&sig=AOD64_0Me1_fXLIIjy6wSquLhxx_wfqeWw&client=ca-pub-4177862836555934&adurl=http://www.expedia.com/h74585.Hotel-Information%3Fchkin%3D01/26/2014%26chkout%3D01/27/2014%26rm1%3Da2%26semcid%3Dni.content%26kword%3DDEFAULT.YYYY.creative%3D37867614111.hotelid%3D%7Bhotelid%7D.0.0.placement%3D6f1c8c9a3e96ee38.anonymous.google%26mctc%3D10
http://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=C2m2AmpbVUqvJAorW0AG8o4HQCK_Mt5QGp86lw40B_-KopuABEAEgyNb1GSgCUMXq_cEBYMmO64iEpOwPoAHB1s_RA8gBBqgDAcgDAqoEtgFP0C7ckLnbk0Oz-1833mzZU8nKZiMB_5f7n3VD2U9jxVDZdT_9Cc6aqDR72soUPq62F5jTKLE0tqc3RzdZTIt_cfM_Ofm5NK--u8kFKJ5IGnkGnhnEz1mxA1rTn_mN2hcRgF9DaRVrAokI1tzSyVQJHqI6PuQpXkJ4vGMmQSh-chJosSSCcCht6J17aKDSkBYXBIetUSelWj4WAVfAZFuws1-iTS4tY4J3zCT-BrJBoCGVf0nrVIgGAaAGN4AHp6mwLg&num=1&cid=5Gh2zkmwzRXjqi5JgV667NDw&sig=AOD64_0Me1_fXLIIjy6wSquLhxx_wfqeWw&client=ca-pub-4177862836555934&adurl=http://www.expedia.com/h74585.Hotel-Information%3Fchkin%3D01/26/2014%26chkout%3D01/27/2014%26rm1%3Da2%26semcid%3Dni.content%26kword%3DDEFAULT.YYYY.creative%3D37867614111.hotelid%3D%7Bhotelid%7D.0.0.placement%3D6f1c8c9a3e96ee38.anonymous.google%26mctc%3D10
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=L&ai=CSrUxmpbVUqvJAorW0AG8o4HQCMP1kqAEo8HWwFbAjbcBEAIgyNb1GSgCUOScy-T4_____wFgyY7riISk7A_IAQGoAwHIAwKqBK8BT9AOrsC52JNDs_tfN95s2VPJymYjAf-X-591Q9lPY8VQ2XU__QnOmqg0e9rKFD6utheY0yixNLanN0c3WUyLf3HzPzn5uTSvvrvJBSieSBp5Bp4ZxM9ZsQNa05_5jdoXEYBfQ2kVawKJCNbc0slUCR6iOj7kKV5CeLxjJkEofnISaLEkgnAobeide2ig0pAWF0yHV1HLgno_e7krgoxcCrZfom0qLWO_cO3E-Nr_QoAHnIpE&num=2&sig=AOD64_32yZbowMU7t5Mj2EsK9p5dUlAm6Q&client=ca-pub-4177862836555934&adurl=http://pixel.everesttech.net/1325/cq%3Fev_sid%3D3%26ev_ln%3D1%2520year%2520cd%2520rates%26ev_crx%3D23176622163%26ev_mt%3D%26ev_n%3Dd%26ev_ltx%3D%26ev_pl%3D6f1c8c9a3e96ee38.anonymous.google%26ev_pos%3Dnone%26ev_dvc%3Dc%26ev_dvm%3D%26url%3Dhttp%253A//www.interest.com/sem/cd-rates/best-cd-rates/%253Fprods%253D15%2526local%253Dfalse%2526ec_id%253Dm9079001%2526popup%253D0%2526pid%253Di_sem
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=L&ai=CSrUxmpbVUqvJAorW0AG8o4HQCMP1kqAEo8HWwFbAjbcBEAIgyNb1GSgCUOScy-T4_____wFgyY7riISk7A_IAQGoAwHIAwKqBK8BT9AOrsC52JNDs_tfN95s2VPJymYjAf-X-591Q9lPY8VQ2XU__QnOmqg0e9rKFD6utheY0yixNLanN0c3WUyLf3HzPzn5uTSvvrvJBSieSBp5Bp4ZxM9ZsQNa05_5jdoXEYBfQ2kVawKJCNbc0slUCR6iOj7kKV5CeLxjJkEofnISaLEkgnAobeide2ig0pAWF0yHV1HLgno_e7krgoxcCrZfom0qLWO_cO3E-Nr_QoAHnIpE&num=2&sig=AOD64_32yZbowMU7t5Mj2EsK9p5dUlAm6Q&client=ca-pub-4177862836555934&adurl=http://pixel.everesttech.net/1325/cq%3Fev_sid%3D3%26ev_ln%3D1%2520year%2520cd%2520rates%26ev_crx%3D23176622163%26ev_mt%3D%26ev_n%3Dd%26ev_ltx%3D%26ev_pl%3D6f1c8c9a3e96ee38.anonymous.google%26ev_pos%3Dnone%26ev_dvc%3Dc%26ev_dvm%3D%26url%3Dhttp%253A//www.interest.com/sem/cd-rates/best-cd-rates/%253Fprods%253D15%2526local%253Dfalse%2526ec_id%253Dm9079001%2526popup%253D0%2526pid%253Di_sem
http://www.nytimes.com/adx/bin/adx_click.html?type=goto&opzn&page=www.nytimes.com/yr/mo/day/us&pos=Bar1&sn2=7fee6088/cebcd0a2&sn1=5710707f/9c724abb&camp=nyt2014_bar1_digihd_nyt5launch_article_3LX8Q_3LXH8&ad=bar1hover_nyt5_launchsale_3LX8Q_3LXH8_articlesonly&goto=http%3A%2F%2Fwww%2Enytimes%2Ecom%2Fsubscriptions%2FMultiproduct%2Flp3LWL4%2Ehtml%3Fadxc%3D233063%26adxa%3D359425%26page%3Dwww.nytimes.com/yr/mo/day/us/greyhound-races-fade-with-many-track-owners-eager-to-get-out.html%26pos%3DBar1%26campaignId%3D3LX8Q
http://www.nytimes.com/adx/bin/adx_click.html?type=goto&opzn&page=www.nytimes.com/yr/mo/day/us&pos=Bar1&sn2=7fee6088/cebcd0a2&sn1=5710707f/9c724abb&camp=nyt2014_bar1_digihd_nyt5launch_article_3LX8Q_3LXH8&ad=bar1hover_nyt5_launchsale_3LX8Q_3LXH8_articlesonly&goto=http%3A%2F%2Fwww%2Enytimes%2Ecom%2Fsubscriptions%2FMultiproduct%2Flp3LWL4%2Ehtml%3Fadxc%3D233063%26adxa%3D359425%26page%3Dwww.nytimes.com/yr/mo/day/us/greyhound-races-fade-with-many-track-owners-eager-to-get-out.html%26pos%3DBar1%26campaignId%3D3LX8Q
https://myaccount.nytimes.com/auth/login?URI=http://www.nytimes.com/2012/03/09/us/greyhound-races-fade-with-many-track-owners-eager-to-get-out.html?pagewanted=1&_r=2&ref=us&
https://myaccount.nytimes.com/gst/regi.html
http://www.nytimes.com/membercenter/sitehelp.html
javascript:;
Amelia
Rectangle

Amelia
Rectangle

Amelia
Rectangle



www.nytimes.com/2012/03/09/us/greyhound-races-fade-with-many-track-owners-eager-to-get-out.html?pagewanted=1&_r=2&ref=us&

The New York Times

The track in Council Bluffs loses
millions of dollars a year. More Photos
»

groups. Complaining that they are being forced to spend

millions of dollars a year to subsidize a pastime that the

public has all but abandoned, greyhound track owners in

Iowa, Florida and Arizona have been lobbying for changes

in the law that would allow them to cut the number of

races, or even shut down their tracks, while keeping their

far more lucrative gambling operations.

Though the legislative outcome is in doubt in the short

term, the effort has intensified the concern that the end

may be near for a century-old pastime.

“There is no reason to continue spending money on a dying

sport,” said Bo Guidry, general manager at the Horseshoe

Council Bluffs casino complex, which includes Bluffs Run.

Caesars Entertainment, which owns the operation and was

required to spend $10 million last year on dog racing, has

offered to pay the state $49 million for the right to close the

track.

The reversal is regarded as a betrayal by those who earn their paychecks — or lose them —

at the greyhound tracks. Though many of the racing supporters acknowledge that the

sport cannot survive financially on its own, they argue that operations like Bluffs Run

should not be allowed to abandon dog racing for greater profits after using it as

justification to expand into other forms of gambling.

“The racing end was used as a ticket to help them acquire those licenses,” said Gary

Guccione, secretary-treasurer of the National Greyhound Association, which is based in

Kansas, where the last track closed two years ago. “And now they’re trying to push racing

out.”

For the animal rights groups opposed to racing, the unexpected alliance with track owners

has broadened the case from a moral argument about the treatment of the dogs — which

spend much of their lives in confinement, can suffer debilitating injuries while racing and

are put up for adoption at the end of their careers — to a business-focused argument

against government mandates.

“We’ve been fighting the racetrack owners for years, and to suddenly have them as allies

takes some getting used to,” said Carey Theil, executive director of Grey2K USA, a

nonprofit group focused on ending greyhound racing.

There are now 22 tracks in 7 states, down from 49 tracks in 15 states a decade ago,

according to Grey2K. Some tracks have gone out of business, others were shut down

through legislation, and most of the survivors rely on other gambling revenue.

In Florida, home to more than half of the remaining tracks, owners had expected

legislation to pass this year that would allow them to cut back dog racing while keeping

other gambling operations. A similar measure stalled last year despite bipartisan support,

and it once again appears to have died in the Legislature.

Isadore Havenick is lobbying for that legislation on behalf of his family-owned company

in Florida, which has run racetracks in the state for six decades. He said the races were

losing millions of dollars. “The only time there’s a large crowd of people watching dogs is

when people get up from the poker tables to smoke,” he said.

David Schwartz, director of the Center for Gaming Research at the University of Nevada,

Las Vegas, said that the decline in interest in dog racing appeared to be more intense than

what had happened with horse racing. “All live racing is declining in popularity,” he said.

“It’s just not as impulse-oriented, as convenience-oriented as most gambling is today.”

Bluffs Run opened in 1986. But it has seen a steady drop in wagers on live races since the

beginning, from $122 million that first year to $4.6 million in 2010, according to the Iowa

Go to Complete List » Show  My Recommendations

Detroit Crisis

10. ONE-PARTY RULE

Twinned Cities Now Following Different
Paths

Watch Now: Golden Globe
winners reviewed
ALSO IN VIDEO »

Watch: Divided states of America

Watch: Vows | The glow stick fiasco

Ads by Google what's this?

Lumosity Brain Games
Challenge memory and attention

with scientific brain games.

www.lumosity.com

http://www.nytimes.com/slideshow/2012/03/08/us/GREYHOUND.html
http://www.horseshoecouncilbluffs.com/casinos/horseshoe-council-bluffs/hotel-casino/property-home.shtml?
http://www.ngagreyhounds.com/
http://www.grey2kusa.org/
http://gaming.unlv.edu/
http://www.iowa.gov/irgc/
http://www.nytimes.com/gst/mostpopular.html
http://www.nytimes.com/adx/bin/adx_click.html?type=goto&opzn&page=www.nytimes.com/yr/mo/day/us&pos=Box1&sn2=71ee6088/cebc48a2&sn1=7ae42aa6/26a15a43&camp=nyt2014_300x250_module_ggreviewed_hp_ros&ad=VI-D-I-NYT-MOD-MOD-M340B-ROS-0114&goto=http://nytimes.com/%3FWT.mc_id=VI-D-I-NYT-MOD-MOD-M340B-ROS-0114-LOGO%26WT.mc_ev=click%26WT.mc_c=235256
http://www.nytimes.com/adx/bin/adx_click.html?type=goto&opzn&page=www.nytimes.com/yr/mo/day/us&pos=Box1&sn2=71ee6088/cebc48a2&sn1=7ae42aa6/26a15a43&camp=nyt2014_300x250_module_ggreviewed_hp_ros&ad=VI-D-I-NYT-MOD-MOD-M340B-ROS-0114&goto=http://nytimes.com/video/%3FWT.mc_id=VI-D-I-NYT-MOD-MOD-M340B-ROS-0114-VRT%26WT.mc_ev=click%26WT.mc_c=235256
http://www.nytimes.com/2014/01/14/us/300-million-pledged-to-save-detroits-art-collection.html?src=me&ref=general
http://www.nytimes.com/2014/01/14/us/300-million-pledged-to-save-detroits-art-collection.html?src=me&ref=general
http://www.nytimes.com/2014/01/13/us/twinned-cities-now-following-different-paths.html?src=me&ref=general
http://www.nytimes.com/2014/01/13/us/twinned-cities-now-following-different-paths.html?src=me&ref=general
http://www.nytimes.com/adx/bin/adx_click.html?type=goto&opzn&page=www.nytimes.com/yr/mo/day/us&pos=Box1&sn2=71ee6088/cebc48a2&sn1=7ae42aa6/26a15a43&camp=nyt2014_300x250_module_ggreviewed_hp_ros&ad=VI-D-I-NYT-MOD-MOD-M340B-ROS-0114&goto=http://nytimes.com/video/movies/100000002646711/golden-globe-winners-reviewed.html%3FWT.mc_id=VI-D-I-NYT-MOD-MOD-M340B-ROS-0114-PH%26WT.mc_ev=click%26WT.mc_c=235256
http://www.nytimes.com/adx/bin/adx_click.html?type=goto&opzn&page=www.nytimes.com/yr/mo/day/us&pos=Box1&sn2=71ee6088/cebc48a2&sn1=7ae42aa6/26a15a43&camp=nyt2014_300x250_module_ggreviewed_hp_ros&ad=VI-D-I-NYT-MOD-MOD-M340B-ROS-0114&goto=http://nytimes.com/video/movies/100000002646711/golden-globe-winners-reviewed.html%3FWT.mc_id=VI-D-I-NYT-MOD-MOD-M340B-ROS-0114-HDR%26WT.mc_ev=click%26WT.mc_c=235256
http://www.nytimes.com/adx/bin/adx_click.html?type=goto&opzn&page=www.nytimes.com/yr/mo/day/us&pos=Box1&sn2=71ee6088/cebc48a2&sn1=49f7be41/dac34645&camp=nyt2014_300x250_module_ggreviewed_hp_ros&ad=VI-D-I-NYT-MOD-MOD-M340B-ROS-0114&goto=http://www.nytimes.com/video/%3FWT.mc_id=VI-D-I-NYT-MOD-MOD-M340B-ROS-0114-URL%26WT.mc_ev=click%26WT.mc_c=235256
http://www.nytimes.com/adx/bin/adx_click.html?type=goto&opzn&page=www.nytimes.com/yr/mo/day/us&pos=Box1&sn2=71ee6088/cebc48a2&sn1=7ae42aa6/26a15a43&camp=nyt2014_300x250_module_ggreviewed_hp_ros&ad=VI-D-I-NYT-MOD-MOD-M340B-ROS-0114&goto=http://nytimes.com/video/us/100000002570992/divided-states-of-america.html%3FWT.mc_id=VI-D-I-NYT-MOD-MOD-M340B-ROS-0114-L1%26WT.mc_ev=click%26WT.mc_c=235256
http://www.nytimes.com/adx/bin/adx_click.html?type=goto&opzn&page=www.nytimes.com/yr/mo/day/us&pos=Box1&sn2=71ee6088/cebc48a2&sn1=7ae42aa6/26a15a43&camp=nyt2014_300x250_module_ggreviewed_hp_ros&ad=VI-D-I-NYT-MOD-MOD-M340B-ROS-0114&goto=http://nytimes.com/video/fashion/weddings/100000002645211/the-glow-stick-fiasco.html%3FWT.mc_id=VI-D-I-NYT-MOD-MOD-M340B-ROS-0114-L2%26WT.mc_ev=click%26WT.mc_c=235256
http://www.nytimes.com/adx/bin/adx_click.html?type=goto&opzn&page=www.nytimes.com/yr/mo/day/us&pos=Middle5&sn2=fc85abf0/5843808&sn1=73b726b1/75f9ded9&camp=nyt2014_300x79_NYT5_ros_US_regi_3LX83&ad=300x79_NYT5_USregi_3LX83&goto=http%3A%2F%2Fwww%2Enytimes%2Ecom%2Fsubscriptions%2FMultiproduct%2Flp3LWL4%2Ehtml%3Fadxc%3D234471%26adxa%3D360841%26page%3Dwww.nytimes.com/yr/mo/day/us/greyhound-races-fade-with-many-track-owners-eager-to-get-out.html%26pos%3DMiddle5%26campaignId%3D3LX83
http://www.nytimes.com/ref/membercenter/faq/linkingqa16.html
http://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=CXok3mpbVUvyJA7Hb0AGb1oGgBLmdvoUEicju2n7AjbcBEAEgnPP4AVD3uOvT_P____8BYMmO64iEpOwPoAH7iOr4A8gBAagDAaoEowFP0MLcYfL4YOHNaTkMoOsDy7UUIamfoQlnbRc3EvnVViksSBf1bqUT2dfzPEqjgwpNf_VKnXud4glIjMYVsX8C4Pnhc6Mxpdc7vw7-RBnkStuJhRvbQ19w_uMn5m0zdeTOGM-h_ycUIiPmCw5XucoFumzijYMBOPfD76a-oCxD5C8-TE5qcsfC8rATP74Shy-CsCX6btAvon5OFr3ztm9l0NrmiAYBgAft9pUH&num=1&cid=5GhfGjig1tEXdqV2VEpHhV2T&sig=AOD64_1yi6D8xrlTuHPcq36S-7eZ5GHbyQ&client=ca-nytimes_article_var&adurl=http://www.lumosity.com/landing%3Frefer%3D46%26Network%3DContent%26kw%3Dphysical%2520stress%26ad%3D33963759761%26SiteTarget%3Dwww.nytimes.com%26ll_ad_id%3D1663%26MatchType%3D%26NetworkSpecific%3Dd%26Mobile%3D%26STCategory%3D%26Param1%3D%26Param2%3D%26ace%3D%26adpos%3Dnone
http://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=CXok3mpbVUvyJA7Hb0AGb1oGgBLmdvoUEicju2n7AjbcBEAEgnPP4AVD3uOvT_P____8BYMmO64iEpOwPoAH7iOr4A8gBAagDAaoEowFP0MLcYfL4YOHNaTkMoOsDy7UUIamfoQlnbRc3EvnVViksSBf1bqUT2dfzPEqjgwpNf_VKnXud4glIjMYVsX8C4Pnhc6Mxpdc7vw7-RBnkStuJhRvbQ19w_uMn5m0zdeTOGM-h_ycUIiPmCw5XucoFumzijYMBOPfD76a-oCxD5C8-TE5qcsfC8rATP74Shy-CsCX6btAvon5OFr3ztm9l0NrmiAYBgAft9pUH&num=1&cid=5GhfGjig1tEXdqV2VEpHhV2T&sig=AOD64_1yi6D8xrlTuHPcq36S-7eZ5GHbyQ&client=ca-nytimes_article_var&adurl=http://www.lumosity.com/landing%3Frefer%3D46%26Network%3DContent%26kw%3Dphysical%2520stress%26ad%3D33963759761%26SiteTarget%3Dwww.nytimes.com%26ll_ad_id%3D1663%26MatchType%3D%26NetworkSpecific%3Dd%26Mobile%3D%26STCategory%3D%26Param1%3D%26Param2%3D%26ace%3D%26adpos%3Dnone
Amelia
Rectangle

Amelia
Rectangle

Amelia
Rectangle



A version of this article appeared in print on March 9, 2012, on page A12 of the New  York edition w ith the headline:

Greyhound Races Face Extinction At the Hands of Casinos They Fostered.

137 Comments

Readers shared their thoughts on this article.
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Racing and Gaming Commission.

Built for 6,500 visitors — the crowds were so big on opening day that many were turned

away — only about 70 regulars showed up at Bluffs Run one day last week. Most knew

one another by name. They placed a total of $11,125 in bets on live races, a fraction of the

$3,090,179 wagered that day at the casino downstairs.

Even though the track is home to the most lucrative greyhound race in the nation, the

Iowa Breeders Classic, with a $500,000 purse, twice as much money is bet on simulcast

horse races as is bet on the live dog races. So when the local cable operator stopped

broadcasting races and the local newspaper stopped running results, there was little

surprise.

But to those in the grandstand, where the stained carpet and old furnishings testify to the

greyhounds’ second-rate status at the gambling complex, dog racing has a special charm.

It rewards careful study, fosters community and consumes money slowly.

Anger crept into their voices as they talked about Caesars Entertainment. They noted that

casino gambling was legalized here explicitly to subsidize the dog racing. And they said the

company was undermining its own product.

Bob Hardison, a breeder who is president of the Iowa Greyhound Association, expressed

satisfaction that the legislation appeared to have failed again this year but was worried

that the efforts would continue. “They are spending millions of dollars trying to destroy

greyhound racing not only in Iowa but around the country,” he said.

The scene downstairs suggested why. Working a different slot machine with each hand,

Angela Clover, 58, said she used to attend the greyhound races with her father, who is still

a regular, but she had not returned for years. She said the slots were more of a rush.

Her 28-year-old son, Nick, nodded in agreement. “You really have to pay attention to the

background and history of the dogs,” he said. “That’s a lot of work to do. You won’t see

very many guys my age up there.”

Get 50% Off The New York Times & Free All Digital

Access.
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Elaine & Jim obviously  get economic gain from the imprisonment of

these animals, so willfull blindness will prevail. This is exploitation,

period. Just ridiculous- shelter dogs don't have the right temperment??

the fact they  are great dogs means no abuse took place? so many  holes in

these theories any one can see right through them.

arnebabe oakland gardens

I adopted a retired racer and had him for 11  y ears. He was 3 1/2 when I

got him and 14 when he passed. He was and remains my  muse. I write

fiction mostly  about grey hounds because of our time together. I've had

dogs all my  life but the grey hound was very  special. My  first chapter

book, Fast Dog-Cool Cat-Hot Dog and A Time For Action has been

released at http://www.amazon.com and its focus is on the changes from

adoption from the dog's point of v iew. New environment, new company ,

smells, life. We can all understand the confusion that must follow. I wrote

a girl of 8 1/2 as the dog's hooman and gave him a dog and a cat as pals

and put them in a story  of life in the big city . Those are the essentials a

retired racer must deal with. The answer, my  friends, is love and

patience. What y ou get in return is devotion and loy alty  that boggles the
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